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 Cole Lockwood 
fights back after 
accident
Diesel power.
Story by Troy Warzocha
Photos by Sally Finneran
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A second chance 
Following a horrific accident, 
Cole Lockwood 
works to return to the field
Story by Troy Warzocha
Photos by Sally Finneran
Continues on next page
FOR MOST college football players, the offseason is full of spring practices, weight-
lifting, and preparations for the 
new season.
However, for Grizzly junior 
linebacker Cole Lockwood, his 
most recent offseason was full of 
surgeries, skin grafts and a near-
death experience.
Lockwood, a Missoula Senti-
nel graduate, is slowly but surely 
making his way back to the field 
after sustaining a slew of cata-
strophic injuries stemming from 
a car accident on a dark, rainy 
dirt road in late May.
Following a birthday party 
for his 1-year-old cousin, Caleb, 
on a ranch outside of Kalispell, 
Lockwood was invited to take a 
leisurely cruise in a 1939 Chrysler 
DeSoto with friends and family.
“I’ve been up there before and 
we’ve taken the DeSoto out,” 
Lockwood said. “We call it going 
on a ‘Soto cruise.’”
The drive began innocently 
enough as Lockwood enjoyed 
the ride in the back seat next to 
his 22-year-old cousin and best 
friend, Bryce Larson.
As the car drove around the 
ranch, it came upon a large piece 
of debris in the road.
In a move that would change 
his life forever, Lockwood ran 
ahead about 40 yards and re-
moved the massive tree branch 
from the road. As he was carry-
ing the branch off the road, the 
brakes on the DeSoto went out 
and the car struck Lockwood.
“I can’t even really explain 
how scared I was,” Larson said. 
“I just heard the driver and the 
passenger screaming and I just 
couldn’t believe it. I jumped 
out [of the car] and screamed 
for Cole because I thought he 
just jumped out of the way, and 
when I realized he wasn’t say-
ing ‘Hey, I’m over here,’ the most 
horrible feeling I’ve ever felt just 
sunk in.”
The 2009 Big Sky Conference 
first team special teamer had 
hardly enough time to think as 
the car swallowed the 6-foot-1 
linebacker whole, dragged him 
30 feet and pinned him between 
the hot metal exhaust and the 
cold, wet dirt road. 
“When I saw he was trapped 
underneath the car, I was just ex-
pecting the worst at that point,” 
Larson said.  “I just didn’t even 
know if he was alive or not. I was 
really, really scared.”
For all intents and purposes, 
Lockwood was dead, or at least 
should have been.
In a state of panic, the other 
three riders in the car were able 
to lift the nearly 4,000 pound 
vehicle and pry Lockwood out 
from underneath. Despite the 
quick thinking, the damage had 
already been done.
The linebacker who brought a 
breath of fresh air into the Griz-
zlies special teams squad was 
barely breathing on his own and 
required mouth-to-mouth resus-
citation. 
After what seemed like an 
eternity, emergency services 
arrived and found Lockwood 
barely alive.
As Larson continued to use 
first aid tactics to keep Lock-
wood alive, the linebacker 
looked up and said “diesel 
power” to his best friend as the 
paramedics rolled up in a diesel-
powered ambulance.
“I don’t know why, but I kind 
of laughed for a second,” Larson 
said. “I just [laughed] because I 
knew he was going to be OK. …I 
was thinking ‘Oh my God. Of all 
things, he says that.’”
It was a moment of levity in 
the most serious of situations. 
“That would have been a bad 
line to end on,” Lockwood said 
with a chuckle.
Before paramedics could 
move him, they needed to de-
termine the extent of the dam-
age and stripped Lockwood of 
nearly all of his clothing.
However, after they cut off an 
orange bracelet worn in remem-
brance of his recently deceased 
friend, Dylan Steigers, Lock-
wood tried to fight off the emer-
gency services personnel.
Considering his temporarily 
paralyzed state, the struggle was 
to no avail as paramedics were 
able to subdue him and trans-
port him to Kalispell Regional 
Medical Center. 
Lockwood spent a week in 
the hospital, piecing together a 
night that went horribly awry. 
AS LOCKWOOD recu-perated in the hospital, images of tackling op-
ponents on Saturday afternoons 
danced in his head.
In his mind, he would be back 
by the fall and immediately go 
back to work.
Above his bed sat a bar used 
by patients to pull themselves 
up. Lockwood, however, saw it 
as nothing more than a pull-up 
machine.
After a couple of reps, a rib 
that had been broken popped 
out of place and made for a rath-
er gruesome sight for the arriv-
ing nurses.
Needless to say, the bar was 
promptly removed from Lock-
wood’s room.
“They had to take that away 
from me because they knew that 
if it was there I was just going 
to keep trying to do pull-ups,” 
Lockwood said.
Following a myriad of X-rays, 
MRIs, and CT scans, the line-
backer was released and sent 
back home to Missoula. The doc-
tors in Kalispell had found that 
Cole had sustained five broken 
ribs, six broken vertebrae, a rup-
tured disk in his neck, third-de-
gree burns on his hand and fin-
gers and second-degree burns 
on his neck and face.
Despite the litany of injuries, 
doctors told Lockwood that sur-
gery wouldn’t be required and 
he would be ready for fall camp 
in about eight weeks.
ON THE DRIVE back to Missoula, Lockwood was torn. He felt great 
about the hospital’s diagnosis, but 
still, something didn’t feel right.
There’s no way he could have 
escaped death that easily. And 
sure enough, he hadn’t.
Upon arriving back in his 
hometown, a local neurosur-
geon heaped bad news on top of 
Lockwood’s already frail frame.
Because of the crash, the line-
backer would have to go under 
the knife in order to save his rav-
aged body.
The suggestion frustrated 
Lockwood, especially after he 
was told in Kalispell he wouldn’t 
need surgery. 
Along with a broken promise 
of getting back onto the field by 
fall, doctors in Kalispell had also 
failed to inform Lockwood that he 
had torn all the ligaments around 
his clavicle and had severe nerve 
damage in his right elbow.
“I probably had four MRIs, 
two CT scans and — no joke — 
maybe 20 X-rays in Kalispell and 
I was just thinking ‘How did 
[doctors] miss this stuff?’” Lock-
wood said.
Instead of hitting the weight 
room, Lockwood was resigned 
to the surgery tables, where doc-
tors feverishly repaired his neck, 
spine, right elbow and scorched 
skin.
The extensive damage to 
Lockwood’s neck and spine was 
so severe doctors rushed him 
into surgery thinking that even 
a simple fall could paralyze or 
even kill him.
Although the back and neck 
surgeries went swimmingly, the 
same couldn’t be said for Lock-
wood’s skin grafts.
The first skin graft performed 
on his right hand wasn’t success-
ful and left the linebacker with a 
gaping hole of flesh that exposed 
his entire palm. Only now is the 
wound beginning to heal fol-
lowing a second procedure.
Sally Finneran/Montana Kaimin
(TOP) Strength and conditioning coach Rob Oviatt spots 
Cole Lockwood during a workout earlier this week.  Ovlatt has 
been instrumental in Lockwood’s recovery.
(BOTTOM) Following a second procedure, the skin graft on 
Cole Lockwood’s right hand is finally beginning to heal now after 
the first procedure failed.
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ONCE ALL the surgeries were finally completed, Lockwood began the hard, long road 
back to the football field.
Many days were spent sitting at 
home, waiting for his broken body to 
heal.
When word of the accident spread 
through the Grizzly coaching staff, 
linebackers coach Mike Hudson and 
strength and conditioning coach Rob 
Oviatt visited Lockwood at his home 
in Missoula to talk with and comfort 
the young man.
“They came out to my house a cou-
ple times — coach Oviatt did — and 
brought me movies and stuff, which 
was awesome,” Lockwood said. “Then 
after that (redshirt freshmen) Chris 
Bradford and Sean (Murray) were 
there.”
Although the pain was excruciating 
and his surgeries read like a grocery 
list, one of the hardest things for Lock-
wood to deal with was the depression 
that comes with not being able to play 
football.
“It was the deepest, darkest hole 
you could ever imagine being in, be-
cause (football) was basically my life,” 
Lockwood said. “Without that, I was 
lost.”
However, as time went on, Lock-
wood made a decision that sitting 
around and pouting wasn’t going to 
get him back on the football field. With 
the help of his long time girlfriend Al-
exa and coaches Mick Delaney, Hud-
son and Oviatt, the linebacker fought 
off the depression and was ready to 
take the next step in his rehabilitation.
IN THE bowels of Washington-Grizzly Stadium are the Grizzlies’ weight rooms. They’re not much 
different than the average gym. The 
room reeks of rubber and boasts wall-
to-wall mirrors.
Athletes come in, get their work 
done and head to their respective 
practices.  
However, if Lockwood is going to 
make it back onto the field, first he 
must conquer the demons that wait 
among the maze of free weights and 
machines.
Nearly four and a half months after 
finding himself underneath a 71-year- 
old “metal dinosaur,” Lockwood is 
back in the weight room working his 
way back into shape.
As Lockwood works the free 
weights, Oviatt watches intently. On 
the heavier weights, he spots for the 
young man while also encouraging 
him.
“Fight through it,” Oviatt demands 
as Lockwood pushes himself to the 
limit. “You can do it.”
At this point in his rehab, Lock-
wood is more concerned with getting 
back into a rhythm rather than lifting 
a ton of weight.
“Now that I’m starting over, form 
means more than weight,” Lockwood 
said. “I really concentrate on that.”
For Lockwood, another day of 
pumping iron means another day that 
he’s closer to making the Grizzlies’ 
famed tunnel run.
DESPITE HIS integral role in Lockwood’s recuperation, Oviatt defers any and all cred-
it.
“I haven’t (done) anything that any 
other coach on our staff wouldn’t have 
done,” Oviatt said. “I haven’t done 
anything special.
“I would say in reverse, (Lock-
wood) has been an inspiration to all 
of us in how he’s fought this situation. 
It keeps all of our perspectives where 
they should be after you see what he’s 
been through. He’s lucky to be alive — 
football’s a bonus.”
Through his hard work and lead-
ership on special teams in 2009, Griz 
head coach Robin Pflugrad has taken 
notice of his talented linebacker and 
hopes that he will be back on the field 
sooner rather than later.
“He was tremendous. He made a lot 
of big plays for us all last fall,” Pflu-
grad said. “We thought him and (Jeff) 
Larson would be our special teams 
captains, but, boy, when we heard 
the news and didn’t know how bad it 
was, it was really scary. … I love hav-
ing him around practice because he’s 
a Griz, and he’ll always be a Griz. I 
hope someday he can come back and 
practice and play for us again.”
NOT MANY people survive a brush with death.However, Lockwood is not 
like many people.
His body may have been broken 
and his skin may have been charred, 
but his spirit is as strong as ever.
Despite the surgeries, the waiting, 
the depression and the intense rehab, 
Lockwood still thinks about that cool 
late spring night outside of Kalispell.
“Sometimes I even wonder if maybe 
I did die and maybe I’m in some other 
place and I don’t realize it,” Lockwood 
said. “It was literally so close that if one 
element of the whole puzzle would have 
been missing, I would have died.”
The realization that death can come 
around any bend or sneak in at the most 
unassuming moments has given Lock-
wood a fresh outlook on what he has.
And although he may have not 
figured out exactly why his life was 
spared, Lockwood’s miraculous sur-
vival has reinforced his belief that 
there is a reason as to why he didn’t 
die on that dirt road four months ago.
“A lot of people can come out (of 
an ordeal like this) with the attitude 
of ‘Why did God do this to me, this 
shouldn’t have happened to me be-
cause I believe in God and I have a 
strong faith or this doesn’t happen to 
people like that,’ but I look at it as just 
a life experience that went extremely 
wrong,” Lockwood said. “God was 
still there for me and that’s why I’m 
still here. He probably feels that I can 
still contribute to my community and 
do enough right things along the way 
to still be here.”
troy.warzocha@umontana.edu
1, CJ Atkins, WR, 6-2, 210, JR, ENCINO, CA
2, Trumaine Johnson, CB, 6-3, 197, JR, STOCKTON, CA
3, Antwon Moutra, WR, 6-2, 188, JR, CARSON, CA
4, Erik Stoll, S, 6-2, 203, SR, SANDPOINT, ID
5, Donny Lisowski, CB, 5-11, 195, JR, SEATTLE, WA
6, Aaron Roberts, WR, 5-11, 170, FR, SPOKANE, WA
7, Jeff Larson, WR, 6-4, 210, SR, CUT BANK, MT
8, Sam Gratton, WR, 6-0, 197, SO, BILLINGS, MT
9, Mike McCord, CB, 6-0, 195, JR, PHOENIX, AZ
10, Jordan Johnson, QB, 6-1, 185, FR, EUGENE, OR
11, Brandon Dodson, CB, 5-8, 170, SR, TULARE, CA
12, Andrew Selle, QB, 6-2, 219, SR, BILLINGS, MT
13, Josh Pelczar, CB, 5-9, 180, FR, BILLINGS, MT
14, D.J. Zapata, QB, 6-3, 175, FR, SAN MARCOS, CA
16, Jabin Sambrano, WR, 5-11, 170, JR, TEMECULA, CA
17, Gerald Kemp, QB, 6-2, 215, SO, SAN DIEGO, CA
18, Justin Roper, QB, 6-6, 215, SR, BUFORD, GA
19, Shay Smithwick-Hann, QB, 6-4, 210, FR, KALISPELL, MT
20, Houston Roots, CB, 5-10, 185, JR, RIO LINDA, CA
21, Jimmy Wilson, CB, 5-11, 185, SR, SAN DIEGO, CA
23, Cam Warren, WR, 5-6, 170, FR, BELLEVUE, WA
24, Steven Rominger, S, 5-10, 185, FR, MISSOULA, MT
25, Marlin Miles, CB, 5-9, 170, SO, PORTLAND, OR
26, Jordan Canada, RB, 5-9, 172, FR, WEST COVINA, CA
27, Sean Murray, CB, 6-1, 190, FR, CORONA, CA
28, Peter Nyguen, RB, 5-8, 175, SO, BELLEVUE, WA
29, Bryce Carver, WR, 6-1, 170, SO, DILLON, MT
30, Bo Tulley, S, 6-2, 185, FR, SPOKANE, WA
31, Andrew Badger, S, 5-11, 210, JR, ELMER, NJ
32, Alex Shaw, LB, 6-1, 232, JR, SPOKANE, WA
33, Brett Kirschner, RB, 5-10, 207, FR, BELLEVUE, WA
34, Chase Reynolds, RB, 6-0, 195, SR, DRUMMOND, MT
35, Dan Moore, RB, 5-11, 225, JR, TUCSON, AZ
36, Houston Stockton, S, 5-10, 165, SR, SPOKANE, WA
37, Carson Bender, DT, 6-4, 280, SR, DEER LODGE, MT
38, Russell Schey, K, 6-2, 185, SO, BILLINGS, MT
39, Lance Carl, RB, 5-11, 190, FR, MISSOULA, MT
40, Caleb McSurdy, LB, 6-1, 245, JR, BOISE, ID
42, Ty Timmer, LB, 6-2, 205, FR, GREAT FALLS, MT
43, Brooks Nuanez, S, 6-2, 205, FR, MISSOULA, MT
44, Jordan Tripp, LB, 6-2, 210, SO, MISSOULA, MT
45, Beau Donaldson, RB, 6-1, 233, JR, MISSOULA, MT
46, Clay Pierson, S, 6-3, 212, FR, TWIN BRIDGES, MT
47, Severin Campbell, DE, 6-4, 210, SR, GOLDEN, CO
48, Jake Raynock, OL, 6-2, 255, SO, BILLINGS, MT
50, Bryan Waldhauser, DT, 6-4, 242, JR, WORDEN, MT
51, Chris Bradford, DT, 6-2, 255, FR, SAN BERNARDINO, CA
52, John Kanongata’a, LB, 5-11, 218, FR, BELLEVUE, WA
53, Josh Stuberg, LB, 6-2, 216, SO, HELENA, MT
54, Trevor Rehm, LB, 6-3, 210, FR, DILLON, MT
55, Taylor Tuliaupupu, LB, 6-0, 225, FR, LA VERNE, CA
56, Brock Coyle, LB, 6-2, 215, JR, BOZEMAN, MT
57, Charles Burton, G, 6-5, 310, SO, LONG BEACH, CA
58, Zach Wagenmann, DE, 6-3, 210, FR, MISSOULA, MT
59, Tyrone Duncan, DT, 6-2, 300, JR, WESTLAKE VILLAGE, CA
60, Blake Lebeau, OT, 6-5, 285, SO, UNION CITY, CA
61, Shawn Bradshaw, G, 6-3, 240, FR, MISSOULA, MT
62, Eric Pietrowski, C, 6-4, 270, FR, FRESNO, CA
63, Brett Brauer, G, 6-2, 260, FR, MISSOULA, MT
66, Russell Piette, OL, 6-4, 310, SR, VANCOUVER, WA
68, Stephen Sabin, G, 6-4, 305, JR, CHANDLER, AZ
69, Race Sciabica, K, 5-11, 190, FR, BELLEVUE, WA
70, Jeremy Lapan, OT, 6-5, 285, JR, SANTA ANA, CA
71, Alex Verlanic, C, 6-2, 282, SR, DRUMMOND, MT
72, Trevor Poole, DT, 6-5, 275, FR, SPOKANE, WA
74, Jon Opperud, OT, 6-7, 305, JR, MILWAUKIE, OR
75, William Poehls, OT, 6-8, 305, FR, CHANDLER, AZ
76, Danny Kistler, OT, 6-8, 335, FR, SEATTLE, WA
77, Jake Hendrickson, G, 6-3, 285, JR, GILBERT, AZ
78, Kyle Kmet, G, 6-5, 271, SO, BONITA, CA
79, Kyle Hofmann, OT, 6-4, 280, FR, ORCAS ISLAND, WA
80, Sean Haynes WR, 6-3, 183, FR, LOS ANGELES, CA
81, Mitch Saylor, WR, 6-5, 210, FR, VANCOUVER, WA
82, Jacob Haas, TE, 6-5, 225, SO, PORTLAND, OR
83, Brody McKnight, K, 6-0, 194, JR, VANCOUVER, B.C.
84, C.J. Hatchett, WR, 6-3, 185, FR, VANCOUVER, WA
85, Austin Reifeis, TE, 6-3, 230, FR, SAMMAMISH, WA
86, Greg Hardy, TE, 6-5, 245, SO, FAIRVIEW, MT
87, Garrett Riggio, DE, 6-3, 230, SO, SCOTTSDALE, AZ
88, Levi Buckles, WR, 6-2, 215, SO, POST FALLS, ID
89, Rob Overton, TE, 6-6, 240, SR, SAN LEANDRO, CA
90, Ryan Fetherston, DE, 6-4, 218, JR, EAST HELENA, MT
91, Bobby Alt, DE, 6-3, 260, JR, ONTARIO, CA
92, Alex Bienemann, DT, 6-2, 275, FR, DENVER, CO
93, Braydon Schilling, DT, 6-2, 270, JR, GILLETTE, WY
94, Sean Wren, P, 6-6, 210, JR, YORBA LINDA, CA
95, Tonga Takai, DT, 6-2, 295, FR, WAIPAHU, HI
96, Josh Harris, DE, 6-5, 231, SO, KALISPELL, MT
97, Tonio Celotto, DT, 6-2, 305, JR, OAKLAND, CA
98, Ben Hughes, DT, 6-0, 285, JR, GRANTS PASS, OR
99, Tyler Hobbs, DT, 6-4, 265, SR, SPOKANE, WA
Offense
Justin Roper-QB
Chase Reynolds-RB
Jabin Sambrano-WR
Sam Gratton-WR
Antwon Moutra-WR
Greg Hardy-TE
Jon Operud-LT
Stephen Sabin-LG
Alex Verlanic-C
Russell Plette-RG
Charles Burton-RT
Brody McKnight-K
Defense
Trumaine Johnson-CB
Brandon Dodson-CB
Bobby Alt-DE
Severin Campbell-DT
Bryan Waldhauser-NT
Ryan Fetherston-DE
Jordan Tripp-LB
Caleb McSurdy-LB
Alex Shaw-LB
Erik Stoll-SS
Mike McCord-FS
Sean Wren-P
Starting Lineups
Bryce Carver SO., WR —
Two touchdowns in as many games, 
as well as a pair of season-high 
receiving games are enough to 
land Carver on this week’s Players 
to Watch. Carver has established 
himself as an effective seam receiver 
that Justin Roper can look for when 
in need of a big play. Carver leads 
the team in receiving touchdowns 
with four, and has the second most 
receptions for the Griz. Look for 
him not only this week, but in the 
weeks and years to come — he’s 
only a sophomore — as a go-to 
receiver.
Caleb McSurdy JR., LB —
Last week’s leading tackler comes 
into the ISU game as the team’s 
leading tackler with 40, two 
ahead of Jordan Tripp. ‘Dirty’ 
McSurdy’s force will be key in 
shutting down ISU’s run 
offense. His eight-tackles 
per-game average will come in 
handy in the rare occasion that 
Trumaine Johnson hasn’t already 
picked off the ball and given it to 
the Griz offense.
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Defense
Trumaine Johnson-CB
Brandon Dodson-CB
Bobby Alt-DE
Severin Campbell-DT
Bryan Waldhauser-NT
Ryan Fetherston-DE
Jordan Tripp-LB
Caleb McSurdy-LB
Alex Shaw-LB
Erik Stoll-SS
Mike McCord-FS
Sean Wren-P
Offense:
Kyle Morris-QB
Corey White-RB
Isaiah Burel  WR
Rodrick Rumble WR
Tavoy Moore WR
Josh Hill TE
Matt Cleveland LT
Maika Maumau LG
Mitch Rudders C
Tevita Haloholo RG
Tyrone Novikoff RT
Brendon Garcia-K
Defense
Dustin Tew-CB
Kelvin Miller-CB
Justin Vae’ena-DE
Jordan Monga-DT
Jeff Tuua-DT
Sean Rutten-DE
A.J. Storms-LB
Basim Hudeen-LB
Jarrid ash-LB
Chris Holmesly-S
Delante Gordon-S
David Harrington-P
Starting Lineups
Players to Watch Idaho State
1, Andrew Benavides, WR, 5-8, 172, SO, SANTA ROSA, CA
2, Keith McGowen, CB, 5-9, 180, SR, LYNWOOD, CA
5, Greg Melendez, CB, 6-1, 203, JR, BROOKLYN, NY
6, Corey White, RB, 5-8, 204, JR, LAS VEGAS, NV
7, Isaiah Burel, WR, 6-2, 181, SR, REDLANDS, CA
8, Basim Hudeen, LB, 5-10, 230, JR, ELIZABETH, NJ
10, Tavoy Moore, RB, 5-7, 195, JR, LONG BEACH, CA
11, Jeremy Gibson, LB, 6-1, 214, SR, RICHMOND, CA
12, Russel Hill, QB, 5-11, 194, SR, BOISE, ID
13, Rodrick Rumble, WR, 6-2, 190, SO, OAK HARBOR, WA
14, Kyle Morris, QB, 6-1, 164, FR, UKIAH, CA
15, Kelvin Miller, CB, 6-1, 183, JR, LAKEWOOD, WA
16, David Harrington, P, 6-3, 185, JR, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA
17, Brendon Garcia, K, 5-9, 142, FR, DANVILLE, CA
18, Kelvin Krosch, WR, 6-5, 219, JR, MACKAY, ID
19, Kyler Carlsen, QB, 6-1, 180, FR, NORTH LOGAN, UT
20, Stew Tracy, RB, 5-9, 192, JR, BOISE, ID
21, Chris Holmesly, CB, 5-9, 193, SR, MISSION VIEJO, CA
22, Demetrius Cowherd, WR, 6-1, 192, FR, INDIANAPOLIS, IN
23, Josh Bigler, WR, 6-1, 208, SO, MERIDIAN, ID
24, Phillip Pleasant, CB, 5-11, 190, SO, ROSAMOND, CA
25, Tanner Davis, CB, 5-11, 191, FR, GIG HARBOR, WA
26, Jahmel Rover, RB, 5-8, 205, JR, RIALTO, CA
27, Dustin Tew, CB, 6-1, 196, SR, IDAHO FALLS, ID
28, Cameron Gupton, CB, 5-8, 178, SO, BRENTWOOD, CA
29, Izzy Ramirez, WR, 5-7, 170, SR, POCATELLO, ID
30, A.J. Storms, LB, 6-1, 215, JR, MERIDIAN, ID
31, Brenan Ghassemieh, CB, 5-8, 179, SO, ANAHEIM, CA
32, Kenny Viser, CB, 6-1, 195, SR, RENO, NV
33, Cody McCoy, CB, 5-9, 180, FR, JEROME, ID
34, Wes Howard, FB, 6-2, 225, FR, POCATELLO, ID
35, J.T. Albers, LB, 5-11, 222, JR, GRAHAM, WA
36, Clint Brock, C, 6-3, 245, SO, MESA, AZ
36, Daniel McSurdy, RB, 5-11, 190, FR, BOISE, ID
37, Terrance Quenton, CB, 5-11, 170, FR, POCATELLO, ID
38, Michael Berger, CB, 6-2, 180, FR, IDAHO FALLS, ID
39, John Davidson, WR, 6-1, 180, FR, LOS ANGELES, CA
40, Ethan Monroe, FB, 5-10, 210, SO, LEWISTON, ID
41, Brandon Norton, CB, 6-1, 195, FR, SAN RAMON, CA
42, Joshua Ebanez, LB, 5-10, 225, FR, HYRUM, UT
43, Leki Fuapau, LB, 6-1, 240, JR, SACRAMENTO, CA
44, Jake Pele, TE, 6-1, 233, FR, ALGONA, WA
45, Jake Rouser, DT, 6-4, 228, SO, OAK HARBOR, WA
46, Carson Glover, LB, 5-11, 189, FR, POCATELLO, ID
47, Jack Francis, LB, 6-3, 225, JR, LA MIRADA, CA
48, Jeff Tuua, DT, 6-2, 256, SR, LONG BEACH, CA
49, David Forester, FB, 6-2, 220, FR, IDAHO CITY, ID
50, Sean Rutten, DT, 6-3, 226, SR, POCATELLO, ID
51, Christian Denny, LB, 6-1, 230, FR, IDAHO FALLS, ID
52, Phillip Arias, LB, 6-1, 213, SR, NAMPA, ID
53, Jacob Hutton, LB, 5-10, 232, SR, POCATELLO, ID
54, Jarrid Nash, LB, 5-11, 236, SR, GLENDALE, AZ
55, Jordan Monga, DT, 6-1, 256, JR, HENDERSON, NV
56, Mark Clampitt, OL, 6-2, 271, SO, TORRANCE, CA
57, Justin Vae’ena, DT, 5-11, 246, FR, OCEANSIDE, CA
58, Tuiasosopo Niusulu, DT, 5-10, 265, FR, LAKEWOOD, WA
59, Trevor Spence, LB, 5-11, 220, FR, ABERDEEN, ID
60, Elijah Ruhl, OL, 6-4, 350, JR, KENT, WA
61, John Van Vliet, OL, 6-2, 244, SO, TWIN FALLS, ID
62, Sage Warner, OL, 6-2, 255, FR, DECLO, ID
66, Mitch Rudder, OL, 6-3, 283, SR, NAMPA, ID
68, Minh Williams, OL, 6-1, 317, SO, HEBRON, TX
69, Jordan Peterson, OL, 6-4, 256, FR, PINGREE, ID
70, Travis Nua, OL, 6-1, 300, SR, WAI’ANAE, HI
71, Marcus Austin, DT, 6-1, 289, JR, ONTARIO, CA
72, Isaiah Walker, DT, 6-2, 274, FR, KENT, WA
74, Nick Beckman, OL, 6-5, 270, FR, BOISE, ID
76, Braeden Clayson, OL, 6-6, 308, JR, BURLEY, ID
77, Loren Endsley, OL, 6-1, 262, FR, COEUR D’ ALENE, ID
79, Brad Shedd, OL, 6-7, 278, JR, FLAGSTAFF, AZ
80, Tyler Hjelseth, FB, 6-4, 231, JR, UNIVERSITY PLACE, WA
81, Drew McConnell, WR, 6-1,187, FR, EAGLE, ID
82, Luke Austin, WR, 6-1, 170, FR, BOISE, ID
83, Bryant Ward, FB, 6-2, 228, SO, TWIN FALLS, ID
84, Ryan Coleman, WR, 6-3, 205, FR, RIALTO, CA
85, Andrew Zamora, TE, 6-3, 240, FR, PLACENTIA, CA
86, Rhys Felton, P, 6-3, 190, FR, MELBOURNE, AUS 
87, Erik Jacobson, TE, 6-5, 247, SO, HAILEY, ID
88, Josh Hill, TE, 6-5, 228, SO, BLACKFOOT, ID
89, Christian Gines, CB, 6-1, 180, FR, NAMPA, ID
90, Nathan Walker, TE, 6-1, 220, FR, BLACKFOOT, ID
91, James Bergren, OL, 6-4, 242, FR, MURRIETA, CA
92, C.J. Reyes, K, 5-7, 205, FR, NEW HALL, CA
93, David Tyler, OL, 6-2, 276, JR, PUYALLUP, WA
95, Chad O’Donnell, DT, 6-1, 265, SR, EL CAJON, CA
96, Nathan Nooner, DT, 6-2, 217, FR, SALMON, ID
97, Rustin Phillips, DT, 6-2, 250, SR, BOTHELL, WA
98, Austin Schnizler, DT, 6-2, 245, SO, VENTURA, CA
Rodrick Rumble, SO., WR —
A bad offense is a trend, not a law. If 
the Bengals show up to compete — 
much like they did last year when the 
Griz won in the final seconds — they 
will look to their leader in receptions 
to get the win. Rumble averages 50 
receiving yards per game on almost 
16 yards per catch. Still, with two 
touchdowns in five games, the odds 
aren’t in ISU’s favor.
AJ Storms, JR., LB — 
With an offense this bad, the Bengals’ 
linebacker should have a good chance to 
add to his team-high 58 tackles in five 
games. With Chase Reynolds knocking on 
the door of a UM all-time
 best 54 career touchdowns, 
Idaho State will look for 
Storms to come through to 
stop the Montana back. 
Montana Kaimin
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This time around, the Idaho 
State Bengals have the undi-
vided attention of the Montana 
Grizzlies. Despite the Bengals’ 
early season struggles, Montana 
head coach Robin Pflugrad and 
the Grizzlies know far too well 
that they shouldn’t overlook 
Saturday’s game at Washington- 
Grizzly Stadium. 
“We looked at the Idaho State 
game from last year as a staff,” 
Pflugrad said. “We were not 
good at taking care of the foot-
ball, not at all. They probably 
should’ve beaten us and we real-
ize that.”
In that game, the Griz need-
ed a last-second field goal from 
kicker Brody McKnight to avoid 
one of the biggest upsets in Griz-
zly football history.  
At the time, the kick kept the 
Griz at a perfect 9–0 and left the 
0–10 Bengals searching for their 
first win of 2009.
The 12–10 victory was easily 
the Grizzlies’ most dramatic of 
the season, and Pflugrad hasn’t 
forgotten it.
“We trying to take this game 
as a little bit of a — you know, I 
don’t know if revenge is the best 
[word], but to clean ourselves 
up,” Pflugrad said. “And, really, 
the Grizzlies have to come out 
and play well. And we have to 
play against ourselves and Idaho 
State in my opinion.”
Following an opening day 
victory over University of Mon-
tana–Western, the Bengals (0–3, 
1–4) have lost four straight and 
are coming off a 38–3 road loss 
to Portland State.
After last week’s emphatic 
30–7 triumph over the North-
ern Colorado Bears, the Griz 
(2–1, 3–2) look as if they are hit-
ting their stride while 
the Bengals have hit the 
skids.
Without senior de-
fensive leader Tyler 
Hobbs, the Griz defense 
suffocated the Bears 
and is now the Football 
Championship Subdivi-
sion leader in tackles for 
loss (8.8 per game). The 
Griz are also sixth in 
sacks (3.4 per game).
“The D-line as a whole, we look 
at is as a race to the quarterback,” 
said junior defensive tackle Tyrone 
Duncan. “We compete against 
each other to get there every time 
and it seems to work out.”
Duncan is just one of several 
linemen that have stepped up for 
the Griz in Hobbs’ absence. Oth-
ers who have carried the load are 
Ryan Fetherston, Bobby Alt, Sev-
erin Campbell, Braydon Schilling 
and Bryan Waldhauser.  
Each player recorded at least 
one tackle for loss against the 
Griz hope to learn from last year’s 
near-miss in rematch with ISU
Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin
Montana’s Bryce Carver pulls in the game-winning touchdown pass over Sacramento State’s Evander Wilkins during the Homecoming game.
Troy Warzocha
Montana Kaimin
Bears and most of them contrib-
uted to Montana’s six sacks as 
well.
“The last game (it was) a tre-
mendous performance by four 
and five guys up front,” Pflugrad 
said. “It’s nice to see that and 
hopefully we can develop one or 
two more players to have some 
depth at that spot.”
On Monday, Waldhauser was 
recognized as the Big Sky co-de-
fensive player of the week after 
registering one sack, 2.5 tackles 
for loss and two forced fumbles 
in Saturday’s contest.
In the defensive backfield, 
cornerback Trumaine Johnson 
continues to validate his Buck 
Buchanan award nomination 
by putting the clamps down on 
any receiver that lines up across 
from him.
Johnson snagged another in-
terception against the Bears and 
now has four in five games. He 
is also the conference leader in 
passes defended.
While Montana’s defense is 
stout, the lone bright spot for 
the Bengals this season has been 
their special teams.
Idaho State statistically has the 
best punt and kickoff return aver-
age in the conference and 
has the ability to create 
a short field for their of-
fense to work with.
“The key to Idaho 
State right now is they’re 
so talented in the return 
game,” Pflugrad said.
Although on pa-
per Montana’s defense 
should have few prob-
lems handling the dead-
last Bengal offense, senior quar-
terback Justin Roper is wary of 
what Idaho State brings to the 
table, especially after last year’s 
near debacle.
“I think it’s very important to 
start fast, especially at home. You 
get your own crowd into the game 
and there’s nothing like Washing-
ton-Grizzly Stadium when they’re 
rocking,” Roper said. “I think if 
we hold them and score pretty 
quickly then we really take the 
game in our hands in that re-
spect.”
troy.warzocha@umontana.edu
Sally Finneran/Montana Kaimin
True freshman quarterback Jordan Johnson practices with the team ear-
lier this week.
“The key to Idaho State 
right now is they’re 
so talented
 in the return game.”
Griz coach Robin Pflugrad
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Tavoy Moore can do every-
thing you can and he’ll probably 
do it better. The 5-foot-7 Idaho 
State football return specialist is 
also quick to let you know about 
it.
“I can do anything anybody 
else does,” Moore said. “I can 
throw the ball. I can catch. I can 
jump. I can even dunk on a regu-
lation 10-foot (basketball) hoop.
“To tell you the truth, it’s crazy,“ 
he said. He has “no difficulties on 
the field,” despite his diminutive 
stature.
Moore oozes confidence. And 
why shouldn’t he at this point? 
The junior leads the Big Sky Con-
ference in both kick and punt re-
turning, averaging 28.2 yards and 
21.9 yards, respectively. He’s got-
ten a punt return for a touchdown 
and a kick return for a touch-
down. In the same game. 
Not to mention he’s also the 
leading receiver for Idaho State’s 
anemic offense, which ranks dead 
last in the conference in total of-
fense, 100 full yards behind the 
next closest struggler.
And, not surprisingly, he said, 
his self-assurance has only helped 
him get better. Returning kicks 
— punts especially — is all about 
ball control. If the catcher second-
guesses himself for even a second, 
Moore explained, his chance for 
success has already gone down 
the drain. The returner must 
watch the ball and know he can 
catch it. That’s the starting point 
for what Moore often turns into 
explosive plays.
“If you drop that ball, it’s a live 
ball,” Moore said. “It’s not like it’s 
an incomplete pass if you drop it. 
That can be a momentum change 
in the whole game.”
Moore grew up playing foot-
ball but stuck to the skill positions 
of running back and wide receiver 
until high school. As a freshman 
at Gahr High in Long Beach, Ca-
lif., his coaches saw his extreme 
speed and elusiveness and gave 
him a shot on special teams.
It wasn’t long before Moore 
gained a reputation as an all-pur-
pose threat.
“It just came naturally,” Moore 
said.
After graduating, Moore 
moved on to Cerritos College, 
where he lettered for two seasons, 
but was plagued by injuries. Be-
cause he’d gotten hurt repeatedly 
and missed plenty of games, he 
worried any interest in his talents 
had dried up. Desperate to keep 
playing, he transferred from the 
junior college the first chance he 
got.
That first chance turned out 
to be the Idaho State Bengals, 
coached by John Zamberlin.
“Tavoy is an explosive young 
man; he’s fearless,” Zamberlin 
The return specialist: 
Bengal speedster poses threat on returns
A.J. Mazzolini
Montana Kaimin
said. “Every time he touches the 
ball, he’s a threat to do some-
thing.”
Zamberlin’s offense has sput-
tered with injuries and ineffective 
play so far in the season, scoring a 
meager 16 points per contest. He 
said that continuing to get lengthy 
returns from Moore relieves some 
of the pressure on that offense.
“It’s a big uplift, whether it’s 
on punt return or kick return,” he 
said. “To put the ball in great field 
position so we can go to work… 
there’s impact all over.”
And Montana head coach 
Robin Pflugrad has taken notice. 
He recognizes Moore as a tremen-
dous returner, he said, and the 
Griz will keep a defensive eye on 
him.
“We really have to be potent 
on defending that part of their 
game,” Pflugrad said.
With outstanding performanc-
es comes a target and teams pay-
ing close attention to the returner. 
Opponents start planning for 
Moore, kicking away from him. 
It’s a fact that Moore understands, 
but still finds “super frustrating.”
Moore’s early season success 
has fueled his ambition to be even 
better.
“I’m due for a return, so I’ve got 
to make a play,” he said.
 Talking about his goals for the 
remainder of his two seasons in 
the Big Sky Conference, the tem-
po and tone of his voice perk up. 
“Right now it feels good,” Moore 
said of his role with the team, “but 
I just feel like I’m getting start-
ed. My goal is to be No. 1 in all-
purpose yards in the conference. 
Yeah, to get that all-purpose title.”
He may be on his way, but 
crazy-quick running back Taiwan 
Jones from Eastern Washington is 
standing in his path. Jones is lead-
ing the all-purpose yards-per-
game category by a comfortable 
margin. Moore’s been no slouch, 
giving chase from second place, 
averaging about 180 yards per 
game.
For the return specialist to 
overtake Jones, he’ll need a few 
more 90-yard kickoff returns. 
And any help from his offense.
anthony.mazzolini@umontana.edu
Tavoy is an explosive young man; he’s fearless.
Idaho State Coach John Zamberlin
“
”
Photo courtesey of Idaho State athletic department
Tavoy Moore returns a kick off.
Montana Kaimin
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Around the Big Sky
story by Daniel Mediate
•
••
Portland State (1–2, 1–2 Big Sky) at No. 10 Mon-
tana State (3–1, 2–0)
After a dismal start to the season, the Vikings finally 
appeared to get their offense running last week in a 
38–3 blowout win over the lowly Idaho State Bengals.
Portland’s dual-threat quarterback Connor Kavanaugh 
passed for 216 yards on 15 of 19 attempts and ran for 
125 yards Saturday to lead the Vikings (2–2, 1–0 Big 
Sky). 
Vikings 5-foot-9, 180-pound junior ball-carrier Cory 
McCaffrey rumbled for 166 yards rushing and a touch-
down on 24 carries, as Portland State piled up 531 
yards of offense.
Meanwhile, the Bobcats amassed a 38–10 halftime lead 
over Sacramento State last weekend, only to let it slip 
away to a surging Hornets squad. After a wild second 
half with four lead changes in the fourth quarter, Mon-
tana State prevailed in overtime after a 25-yard field 
goal by junior kicker Jason Cunningham, 64–61.
Montana State freshman quarterback Denarius Mc-
Ghee completed 26 of 43 for 385 yards and four 
scores, and junior wide-out Julius Lloyd hauled in 
eight passes for 177 yards and three touchdowns, the 
last one forcing overtime. 
Look for Lloyd and McGhee to pick apart the dreadful 
Vikings secondary this weekend in Bozeman. 
Prediction: Bobcats elude the Vikings,
32–18.
Northern Arizona (3–2, 1–0 Big Sky) at No. 14 East-
ern Washington (2–2, 1–1 Big Sky)
The Big Sky’s top quarterback and running back will square 
off Saturday in Cheney, Wash. 
Northern Arizona Lumberjacks’ senior signal-caller Mi-
chael Herrick remains atop the Big Sky Conference with 
his accuracy and offensive prowess after several top-notch 
performances in the season so far. 
Eastern Washington running back Taiwan Jones leads the 
conference of talented ball-carriers and heads the nation in 
all-purpose yards with nearly 240 yards per game. 
Herrick completed 23 of 35 passes for 244 yards, leading 
the Lumberjacks in a comeback win over the Thunderbirds 
of Southern Utah last Saturday in Cedar City, Utah.
In their most recent game, the Eagles prevailed over Weber 
State 35–24 without Jones, who suffered an abdominal con-
tusion against Montana State two weeks ago. Junior trans-
fer quarterback Bo Levi Mitchell stepped up in his absence, 
throwing for 337 yards and four touchdowns to lead East-
ern Washington to the win.
With Jones back in pads and Mitchell thriving, it will be 
tough to stop the Eagles at home; just ask the Grizzlies. 
The Lumberjacks, though, are searching for a quality show-
ing to boost their confidence heading into their show-
downs with the Griz and Cats in the next couple weeks. 
Plus, a win for NAU would vault them into the top 25. 
Prediction: Where’s the defense? Eagles take it in a 
shootout,
 41–38.
Northern Colorado (2-3, 1-2 Big Sky) at Sacramento 
State (2–3, 1–2 Big Sky) 
Sacramento State has come within a field goal in their last 
two games against Big Sky Conference powers Montana and 
Montana State. An up-and-down Northern Colorado team 
will have its hands full with the rejuvenated Hornets this 
weekend. 
The Hornets are coming off a wild loss to the Bobcats, but 
showed resiliency after fighting back from a 28-point deficit 
to force overtime. 
After a pounding from big brother Stanford to begin the sea-
son, the northern California squad turned over its offensive 
engine in a stunning conference upset over Weber State. Sac-
ramento State then nearly shocked Griz nation with an eye-
popping performance in Missoula, nearly spoiling Montana’s 
Homecoming.
Junior running back Bryan Hilliard leads the charge for Sacra-
mento State, which was picked to scuttle beneath the Big Sky 
Conference standings yet again this year. Although it looks 
like nobody told them.
Northern Colorado started the season strong, posting scores 
of 54, 47 and 35 in its first three games, going 2–1. But the 
Bears’ offense has since seemed to hit a speed bump, barely 
summing a touchdown in each of their last two matchups.
Northern Colorado is coming off a 30–7 thwarting by the 
injury-plagued Grizzlies, and will most likely find itself on the 
wrong end of the scoreboard in Sacramento to a team des-
perate to notch a win.  
Prediction: Hornets sting the Bears,
32–17.
daniel.mediate@umontana.edu
Fan of the week
Taylor Anderson
Montana Kaimin
Greg Liberko
This week’s fan of the week is a Missoula native and UM 
student with a love for Griz football. He can be spotted 
either in the student section cheering for Montana or eating 
his tailgating food of choice: chili from either the Larson or 
Sharkey tailgate.
Greg Liberko
Griz Numbers
Passing
Idaho State: Kyle Morris: 50-99, 3 TD, 7 INT
Montana: Justin Roper: 59-84 for 334, 9 TD, 3 INT
Rushing
Idaho State: 
Corey White: 48-259, 2 TD
Jahmel Rover: 35-151, 1 TD
MONTANA
Chase Reynolds: 73-338, 3 TD
Gerald Kemp: 14-106, 0 TD
Receiving
Idaho State:
Rodrick Rumble: 16-251, 2 TD
Tavoy Moore: 18-204, 1 TD
Montana
Jabin Sambrano: 26-401, 2 TD
Antwon Moutra: 15-241, 3 TD
Kick Returns
Idaho State:
Tavoy Moore: 17-479, 91 Long
Montana
Peter Ngyuen: 14-365, 56 Long
Punt Returns
Idaho State:
Tavoy Moore: 7-153, 1 TD, 81 Long
Montana:
Peter Ngyuen: 11-181, 0 TD, 45 Long
Montana’s Chase Reynolds has set numer-
ous records over the last two seasons with 
the Griz. Gameday Kaimin will track Reyn-
olds this season as he ascends up the record 
books and continues to etch his name in 
Montana history. 
Career Rushing Yards:
4,070 Yohance Humphery, 1998-01 
4,018 Lex Hilliard, 2003-05; 07 
3,428 Chase Reynolds, 2008-Present
Career Touchdowns scored:
53 Chase Reynolds, 2008-Present
53 Lex Hilliard, RB, 2003-05, 07
48 Yohance Humphery, 1998-01
CHASEing       History
